
DSI4EU: Shaping the Future of 
Digital Social Innovation in Europe

www.digitalsocial.eu

09:30  Doors open: registration, co�ee/tea

10:00  Welcome by Frank Kresin (Waag Society) 
 Opening by Nicole Dewandre (DG Connect)

10:15 Panel: Impact of digital social innovation (DSI)
 Moderator: Robert Madelin (European Commission)
 Francesca Bria (Barcelona City Hall)
 David Cuartielles (Arduino)
 Marleen Stikker (Waag Society) 
 Geoff Mulgan (NESTA)

11:15 Co�ee break

11:30 Panel: CAPS - Concrete examples of lessons learned
 Moderator: Fabrizio Sestini (European Commission) 
 Alexandre Pólvora (Making Sense)
 Michelangelo Secchi (Empatia)
 David Langley (Make It)
 Vishal Kapadia (Wikirate & Chainreact) 
 Denis Jaromil Rojo (D-Cent)
 Dr. Monique Calisti (Chic)
12:45 LunchBreak exercise

DSI4EU is a support action in the H2020 Collective Awareness Platforms 
program. DSI4EU will support, grow and scale the current Digital Social 
Innovation network of projects, organisations, and individuals bringing 
together social entrepreneurs, hackers, communities and academics working on 
key DSI fields such as the maker movement, the collaborative economy, open 
democracy and digital rights. It will foster digital innovations for social good, 
helping communities share data, collaborate to solve societal problems, and 
scale their initiatives focusing on open and distributed technologies and new 
sustainable business models. Finally, it will represent the building blocks for a 
new participatory innovation model for Europe, a more decentralised web and 
an inclusive and sustainable society, including a radical approach to scaling, 
extending and connecting the DSI network in Europe.

About DSI4EU

Digital Social Innovation has been put on the map through the focus on 
Collective Awareness Programs. Today we are hosting a policy workshop 
concerning Digital Social Innovation for Europe. We bring together 
innovators throughout Europe and leaders from CAPS projects with 
European Commission Policy officials to get in touch, get inspired and 
connect your networks. By learning from each other, the community of 
digital social innovation will be able to grow further and stronger.

Next to growing communities and connecting networks, this workshop will 
bring you several clear examples of Digital Social Innovation in Europe, and 
teach you best practices and hands-on tips and tricks for DSI.  

About the workshop

Morning

Fill the map

13:45 Panel: Digital Social Innovation practitioners
 Moderator: Marleen Stikker (Waag Society)
 Angel Sola (Cibervoluntarios)
 Cheryl Miller (Digital Leadership Institute)
 Ivonne Jansen-Dings (Code for All)
 Justyna Swat (Wikihouse)
 Liana Ganea (�e Sponge)

15:00 Co�ee break

15:15 Breakout sessions:
 1 Robert Madelin & Geoff Mulgan - EU Policy
 2 Xavier Troussard - Science
 3 Zoe Romano & Serena Cangiano - Maker Movement
 4 Marleen Stikker -  �e Commons
 5 Katalin Gallyas - Civic Tech
 6 Denis Jaromil Rojo - Tactical Technology
 7 Angel Sola - Grass-roots Activism

16:30 Conclusions and perspectives for DSI within Horizon 2020
 Moderator: Nicole Dewandre (DG Connect)
 Feedback from breakout moderators

17:00 Closing statement
 Frank Kresin (Waag Society)

17:15 End

Afternoon
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Nicole Dewandre
Nicole Dewandre is advisor for societal issues 
to the Director General of the Directorate 
General for Communications, Networks, 
Content and Technologies (DG CONNECT) 
at the European Commission. She is now 
working on the societal interface of the 
Digital Agenda for Europe.

Robert Madelin
Robert Madelin has served in the European 
Commission since 1993 and since September 
2015 is the European Commission’s first ever 
Senior Innovation Adviser. He is currently 
also a visiting Research Fellow Cyberstudies 
at the Oxford University Department of 
Politics and International Relations.

Mario Campolargo
Mario Campolargo is Director for Net 
Futures in DG CONNECT and is responsible 
for Research and Innovation on what lies 
beyond the current Internet architecture, 
software and services and the EU-Strategy 
for the Cloud. 

Fabrizio Sestini
Fabrizio Sestini is Senior Expert (Advisor) in 
Digital Social Innovation within the Net 
Innovation unit of DG CONNECT at the 
European Commission. He is leading the 
team managing the multidisciplinary 
initiative "Collective Awareness Platforms for 
Sustainability and Social Innovation".

Francesca Bria
Francesca Bria recently became Chief 
Technology and Digital Innovation Officer at 
the Barcelona City Hall. She has been a 
Senior Adviser and Senior Project Lead in the 
Nesta Innovation Lab and the Principle 
Investigator of the DSI project on digital 
social innovation in Europe.

Frank Kresin
Frank Kresin is Research Director at Waag 
Society, responsible for the research 
programme and chairman of the 
Management Team. He leads the programme 
group of Waag Society, which develops new 
projects and initiatives, where consortia are 
formed and financing is secured. 

Geo� Mulgan
Geoff Mulgan is Chief Executive of the 
National Endowment for Science Technology 
and the Arts (NESTA) and Visiting Professor 
at University College London, the London 
School of Economics and the University of 
Melbourne. Under his leadership Nesta has 
implemented a new strategy involving 
partnerships with other funders in the UK 
and internationally. 

Marleen Stikker
Marleen Stikker is founder of Waag Society. 
Marleen strongly adheres to the Maker's Bill 
of Rights motto "If You Can't Open It, You 
Don't Own It". Waag Society is actively 
involved in the Open Design and Creative 
Commons movement and believes that 
society needs open, fair and inclusive 
technologies to meet societal challenges.

David Cuartielles
David Cuartielles teaches interactive 
technologies at Malmö University's School of 
Arts and Communication, and is one of the 
co-founders of the open source platform 
Arduino.  Cuartielles and his team share their 
discoveries with the rest of the world with 
the idea that open-source hardware is 
fundamental to the advancement of the 
world's technology. 

Michelangelo Secchi
Michelangelo Secchi is a consultant on 
communication and stakeholder management 
for Governments, NGOs and Local Authorities 
in the areas of territorial development, 
democratic governance strategies, citizen 
engagement in policy making processes, and 
public sector accountability. He is working as 
Scientific Coordinator of the Horizon 2020 
project EMPATIA.

Alexandre Pólvora
Alexandre Pólvora is a connector of people, 
things and information. Policy Analyst at the 
Joint Research Centre, European 
Commission, currently working at the EU 
Policy Lab and partner in the H2020/CAPS 
project “Making Sense”.

David Langley
David Langley is a Senior Research Scientist at 
the leading Dutch applied research organization 
TNO. He leads national and European research 
projects and advises numerous firms and 
governments. He is also associate research 
fellow at the University of Groningen and 
writes a column in the Dutch Financial Times.

Vishal Kapadia
Vishal Kapadia is Executive Director of the 
Wikirate project, a community driven 
initiative to aggregate and analyse 
information about how sustainable companies 
are through the website http://wikirate.org. 
�e aim of the project is to create 
crowdsourced, transparent company ratings 
based on publicly available information.

Cheryl Miller
Cheryl Miller is Founder and Executive 
Director of the Digital Leadership Institute, a 
Brussels-based, international NGO 
promoting inclusive digital transformation in 
strategic, innovative economic sectors. 
Specific initiatives of the Digital Leadership 
Institute include the AdaAwards.com, 
g-Hive.org, inQube.eu, DigitalMuse.org, Girls 
Code Europe and Women2020.org. 

Ivonne Jansen-Dings
Ivonne Jansen-Dings will speak as 
representative of Code for All about the role 
civic technology and citizen lead smart city 
developments can have in relation to 
government. She is heading the Code for NL 
initiative in the Netherlands and enables ‘code 
fellows’ to collaborate with policy makers. 

Justyna Swat
Justyna Swat is a strategic designer at 
WikiHouse, an open source building system. 
Wikihouse enables designers to collaborate 
and make it simple for everyone to design, 
print and assemble beautiful, low-energy 
homes, customised to their needs.

Liana Ganea
Liana Ganea is a free speech activist. In 
Romania she built ActiveWatch, focusing on 
protecting and promoting the right to freedom 
of expression and freedom of the press. Since 
2014 she is also a secretary of Sponge, an 
experimental media lab, liaising with 
journalists, activists, developers, information 
designers, legal experts and students.

Xavier Troussard
Xavier Troussard joined the Joint Research 
Centre in 2014 to create and lead the devel-
opment of the EU Policy Lab at the cross-
roads of anticipation disciplines (horizon 
scanning, foresight), behavioural sciences 
and design. He brings his experience in policy 
making at the EU level and his interest in 
creativity and innovation.

Denis Jaromil Rojo
Denis Rojo aka Jaromil is an 
Amsterdam-based artist, theorist and 
programmer. Inspired by Richard Stallman's 
‘Free Software’ liberatory ethics, he seeks to 
cross borders between art and code, social 
activism, research and development, focusing 
on recycling of technology and its 
accessibility.

Angel Sola
Since 2007, Angel Sola is part of the 
Foundation Cibervoluntarios heading the 
international and communication area, 
branding and creative concept from the point 
of view of social action and NGOs. Angel is 
responsible for the concept and corporate 
image of the Foundation and of the social 
media strategy of Foundation 
Cibervoluntarios. 

Zoe Romano
Zoe Romano works on Digital Strategy & 
Wearables at Arduino. She co-founded 
Openwear.org, the european pilot project 
around collaborative fashion and open source 
branding, and Wefab.it, an initiative for the 
diffusion of open design and digital 
fabrication in Italy. 

Serena Cangiano
Serena Cangiano specializes in technology 
and communication of cultural heritage at 
the University of Lugano with a study about 
digital archives of interactive art. She is 
currently carrying out projects of applied 
research at the Interaction design lab at 
SUPSI. 

�e DSI4EU project is funded by the European Commission 
Directorate General for Communications Networks, Content & 
Technology, Net Futures, Administration and Finance, under 
Grant Agreement No. 688192

Katalin Gallyas
Katalin Gallyas the founder of Civic Tech 
Amsterdam, connecting local governments to 
high potential tech start-ups that are 
rejuvenating policy. She moderates 
discussions and speaks at conferences about 
bottom-up, civic tech oriented smart cities.
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Nicole Dewandre
Nicole Dewandre is advisor for societal issues 
to the Director General of the Directorate 
General for Communications, Networks, 
Content and Technologies (DG CONNECT) 
at the European Commission. She is now 
working on the societal interface of the 
Digital Agenda for Europe.

Robert Madelin
Robert Madelin has served in the European 
Commission since 1993 and since September 
2015 is the European Commission’s first ever 
Senior Innovation Adviser. He is currently 
also a visiting Research Fellow Cyberstudies 
at the Oxford University Department of 
Politics and International Relations.

Mario Campolargo
Mario Campolargo is Director for Net 
Futures in DG CONNECT and is responsible 
for Research and Innovation on what lies 
beyond the current Internet architecture, 
software and services and the EU-Strategy 
for the Cloud. 

Fabrizio Sestini
Fabrizio Sestini is Senior Expert (Advisor) in 
Digital Social Innovation within the Net 
Innovation unit of DG CONNECT at the 
European Commission. He is leading the 
team managing the multidisciplinary 
initiative "Collective Awareness Platforms for 
Sustainability and Social Innovation".

Francesca Bria
Francesca Bria recently became Chief 
Technology and Digital Innovation Officer at 
the Barcelona City Hall. She has been a 
Senior Adviser and Senior Project Lead in the 
Nesta Innovation Lab and the Principle 
Investigator of the DSI project on digital 
social innovation in Europe.

Frank Kresin
Frank Kresin is Research Director at Waag 
Society, responsible for the research 
programme and chairman of the 
Management Team. He leads the programme 
group of Waag Society, which develops new 
projects and initiatives, where consortia are 
formed and financing is secured. 

Geo� Mulgan
Geoff Mulgan is Chief Executive of the 
National Endowment for Science Technology 
and the Arts (NESTA) and Visiting Professor 
at University College London, the London 
School of Economics and the University of 
Melbourne. Under his leadership Nesta has 
implemented a new strategy involving 
partnerships with other funders in the UK 
and internationally. 

Marleen Stikker
Marleen Stikker is founder of Waag Society. 
Marleen strongly adheres to the Maker's Bill 
of Rights motto "If You Can't Open It, You 
Don't Own It". Waag Society is actively 
involved in the Open Design and Creative 
Commons movement and believes that 
society needs open, fair and inclusive 
technologies to meet societal challenges.

David Cuartielles
David Cuartielles teaches interactive 
technologies at Malmö University's School of 
Arts and Communication, and is one of the 
co-founders of the open source platform 
Arduino.  Cuartielles and his team share their 
discoveries with the rest of the world with 
the idea that open-source hardware is 
fundamental to the advancement of the 
world's technology. 

Michelangelo Secchi
Michelangelo Secchi is a consultant on 
communication and stakeholder management 
for Governments, NGOs and Local Authorities 
in the areas of territorial development, 
democratic governance strategies, citizen 
engagement in policy making processes, and 
public sector accountability. He is working as 
Scientific Coordinator of the Horizon 2020 
project EMPATIA.

Alexandre Pólvora
Alexandre Pólvora is a connector of people, 
things and information. Policy Analyst at the 
Joint Research Centre, European 
Commission, currently working at the EU 
Policy Lab and partner in the H2020/CAPS 
project “Making Sense”.

David Langley
David Langley is a Senior Research Scientist at 
the leading Dutch applied research organization 
TNO. He leads national and European research 
projects and advises numerous firms and 
governments. He is also associate research 
fellow at the University of Groningen and 
writes a column in the Dutch Financial Times.

Vishal Kapadia
Vishal Kapadia is Executive Director of the 
Wikirate project, a community driven 
initiative to aggregate and analyse 
information about how sustainable companies 
are through the website http://wikirate.org. 
�e aim of the project is to create 
crowdsourced, transparent company ratings 
based on publicly available information.

Cheryl Miller
Cheryl Miller is Founder and Executive 
Director of the Digital Leadership Institute, a 
Brussels-based, international NGO 
promoting inclusive digital transformation in 
strategic, innovative economic sectors. 
Specific initiatives of the Digital Leadership 
Institute include the AdaAwards.com, 
g-Hive.org, inQube.eu, DigitalMuse.org, Girls 
Code Europe and Women2020.org. 

Ivonne Jansen-Dings
Ivonne Jansen-Dings will speak as 
representative of Code for All about the role 
civic technology and citizen lead smart city 
developments can have in relation to 
government. She is heading the Code for NL 
initiative in the Netherlands and enables ‘code 
fellows’ to collaborate with policy makers. 

Justyna Swat
Justyna Swat is a strategic designer at 
WikiHouse, an open source building system. 
Wikihouse enables designers to collaborate 
and make it simple for everyone to design, 
print and assemble beautiful, low-energy 
homes, customised to their needs.

Liana Ganea
Liana Ganea is a free speech activist. In 
Romania she built ActiveWatch, focusing on 
protecting and promoting the right to freedom 
of expression and freedom of the press. Since 
2014 she is also a secretary of Sponge, an 
experimental media lab, liaising with 
journalists, activists, developers, information 
designers, legal experts and students.

Xavier Troussard
Xavier Troussard joined the Joint Research 
Centre in 2014 to create and lead the devel-
opment of the EU Policy Lab at the cross-
roads of anticipation disciplines (horizon 
scanning, foresight), behavioural sciences 
and design. He brings his experience in policy 
making at the EU level and his interest in 
creativity and innovation.

Denis Jaromil Rojo
Denis Rojo aka Jaromil is an 
Amsterdam-based artist, theorist and 
programmer. Inspired by Richard Stallman's 
‘Free Software’ liberatory ethics, he seeks to 
cross borders between art and code, social 
activism, research and development, focusing 
on recycling of technology and its 
accessibility.

Angel Sola
Since 2007, Angel Sola is part of the 
Foundation Cibervoluntarios heading the 
international and communication area, 
branding and creative concept from the point 
of view of social action and NGOs. Angel is 
responsible for the concept and corporate 
image of the Foundation and of the social 
media strategy of Foundation 
Cibervoluntarios. 

Zoe Romano
Zoe Romano works on Digital Strategy & 
Wearables at Arduino. She co-founded 
Openwear.org, the european pilot project 
around collaborative fashion and open source 
branding, and Wefab.it, an initiative for the 
diffusion of open design and digital 
fabrication in Italy. 

Serena Cangiano
Serena Cangiano specializes in technology 
and communication of cultural heritage at 
the University of Lugano with a study about 
digital archives of interactive art. She is 
currently carrying out projects of applied 
research at the Interaction design lab at 
SUPSI. 

�e DSI4EU project is funded by the European Commission 
Directorate General for Communications Networks, Content & 
Technology, Net Futures, Administration and Finance, under 
Grant Agreement No. 688192

Katalin Gallyas
Katalin Gallyas the founder of Civic Tech 
Amsterdam, connecting local governments to 
high potential tech start-ups that are 
rejuvenating policy. She moderates 
discussions and speaks at conferences about 
bottom-up, civic tech oriented smart cities.


